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2016 At A Glance 

Rosevear Cliff added to the Meduxnekeag Valley Nature Preserve 

In early October the Meduxnekeag River Association Inc. was joined by our partners from the Na-
ture Conservancy of Canada and Tobique Mac-
taquac MP T.J. Harvey to announce the acquisi-
tion of 23 hectares (55 acres) on the South 
Branch of the Meduxnekeag River, just above 
Jackson Falls. Known as Rosevear Cliff, this lat-
est addition to the Meduxnekeag Valley Nature 
Preserve brings the total land held in public trust 
for nature preservation and enjoyment up to near-
ly 900 acres. 

“The forests will disappear and this will allow us to 
preserve them for future generations and protect 
the biodiversity that exists so wonderfully along 
the Meduxnekeag, which includes a number of 
significantly rare species and plants in particular”, 
said Steve Wilson, MRA President, on the occasion of the announcement of the new Preserve. The 

Rosevear Preserve includes rare species, such as Northern Maidenhair Fern, 
and species under threat such as Butternut. From a 2015 study by the Atlantic 
Canada Conservation Data Centre it is also know that the seepy high-pH cob-
ble river shores at and above Jackson Falls have the wet calcareous fen-like 
communities  whose rare species include the critically imperiled Sterile Sedge 
and the Great Northern Aster, otherwise only known to occur on the Res-
tigouche River in New Brunswick. In short, the area has a diversity of rare spe-
cies and is worthy of protection, forever! 

Paula Noel, NB Program Director for the Nature Conservancy of Canada said “it 
is wonderful that we are able to bring this federal program to this local community 
group that are doing such fantastic work. They have accomplished so much”. 
NCC and the Natural Areas Conservation Program have been valuable partners 
for the Meduxnekeag River Association Inc. and the Meduxnekeag Valley Nature 
Preserve, assisting with numerous acquisitions over the years. 

The Meduxnekeag River Valley contains almost half of 
New Brunswick's remaining mature Appalachian Hard-
wood Forest as well as high concentrations of provincially rare plant spe-
cies. The acquisition was made possible with support from the McCain 
Foundation, the Government of Canada's Natural Areas Conservation Pro-
gram, the Crabtree Foundation and through the fundraising efforts of the 
Meduxnekeag River Association Inc., primarily through the Meduxnekeag 
Annual Dinner and Auction. 



 

Dinner and Auction 

Meduxnekeag River Association 
2017 Dinner and Auction will be on 
April 22

nd
 at the K of C Hall in 

Woodstock. Tickets go fast, so if 
you're thinking of attending, contact 
a MRA Director, or the office at   
328-8227 or 
meduxnekeag@nb.aibn.com.  

MRA and NTNB Real Estate workshops 

The MRA Inc. was delighted to be invited by our friends at the Na-
ture Trust of New Brunswick to join them and the Canadian Wildlife 
Service and the Department of Environment and Local Govern-
ment for a series of workshops for realtors to learn about private 
land conservation in New Brunswick. 

Workshops were held in Monc-
ton, Saint John and Fredericton 
in late November.  Topics includ-
ed in the presentation included: 
conservation planning; critical 
habitats; wetlands; conservation 
options such as planned giving, 
conservation easements, ecologi-
cal gifts and development per-
mits; and, background on  the 
Meduxnekeag River Association 
and the Nature Trust of New 

Brunswick's programming and respective land conservation efforts. 

MRA Inc. is grateful to the Nature Trust of 
New Brunswick for including us in this out-
reach effort to the real estate sector and 
for the NB Real Estate Association hosting 
us at the 3 workshops.  If you are interest 
in learning more about the workshops 
please contact the office at 
meduxnekeag@nb.aibn.com 

HABITAT  STUDIES 
Wood Turtle, Canada Warbler, and 

Butternut are all species at risk 

that are found in the Meduxnekeag 

Valley Nature Preserve properties. 

Since September 2016, with fund-

ing assistance from Wildlife Habitat 

Canada and NB Wildlife Trust 

Fund, we have studying the distri-

bution of these species throughout 

the preserve, and determining are-

as of high priority based on the 

amount of appropriate habitat. By 

developing a framework based on 

the needs of the species at risk to 

assess the land, we will be able to 

concentrate our land acquisition 

efforts to parcels with these fea-

tures. Our preliminary results show 

that out population of butternut are 

healthier than the average popula-

tion in New Brunswick, and that we 

have a high density of Canada 

Warbler nesting habitat. MRA em-

ployed Kyle Parkinson to carry out 

this study; volunteer assistance 

was provided by a UNB Forestry 

class who took this on as a senior 

project.  

Nesting Potential 
Overwintering Pool 

Social Media 

You may have also noticed our increased social media presence 
this year. We have made an ef-
fort to post photos of the pre-
serve daily on Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram. We encourage you 
to follow us on all of these plat-
forms as we often post different 

Meduxnekeag Valley 

Nature Preserve 

Twitter: @Meduxnekeag 

Instagram: 

@Meduxnekeag 

mailto:meduxnekeag@nb.aibn.com
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THE GOLD TRAIL 

In 2016, we added the gold trail 
on our new Bell Flats preserve 
(adjoining Bell Forest); it's  a 1.5 
km easy trail (one steep slope 
with a rope railing) through a va-
riety of habitats including a 40 
year old pine plantation. It is an 
especially good snowshoe trail.  

We've seen a 
big increase 
in public use 
of all the trails 
this year,    
including a lot 
more winter 
use.  

Meduxnekeag Valley Nature Preserve Tours 

Our curriculum-linked Preserve Tours remain free to all schools 
and are a popular outing for elementary classes, over 1200 stu-
dents (51 classes) visited the preserve in 2016, a record number. 
To accommodate our increasingly popular programs and expand 
our programs to include middle schools, in May we expanded our 
staff to include an Education Coordinator.  

Meduxnekeag Environmental Showcase 

In  2016 we hosted the 14
th
 annual Meduxnekeag Environmental 

Showcase, All About Trees. It was a great success with over 500 
student projects from eight elementary schools.  
The winners also had the opportunity to present 
their projects to the Minister of the Environment 

and received awards 
for their projects in 
environmental sci-
ence. The 2017 
Showcase, now on,  highlights 150 
Environmental Projects in a tie-in 
with Canada's 150

th
 anniversary.  As 

always Showcase winners and their 
classes receive a special extended 
two hour tour on the Meduxnekeag 
Valley Nature Preserve.   

New Middle School Program 

Like Preserve Tours, the middle school program takes place on 
the Nature Preserve and provides an interactive, hands-on learn-
ing opportunity for students. The Middle School Programs teach 
students how to monitor ecosystem health by measuring tree 
growth (Grade 6), soil composition (Grade 7)and water quality 

(Grade 8). These programs were success-
fully launched in the Fall with all Nackawic 
Middle School classes and 2 Meduxnekeag 
Consolidated classes participating, resulting 
in over 180 Middle School Students visiting 
the preserve. We hope to use the success of 
2016 to help        
promote future     
participation from 

Meduxnekeag Consolidated and ex-
pand into other middle schools in 2017. 

Your Environmental Trust Fund at Work 


